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        Chr is tus  V ic tor  Lu theran Church  

DECEMBER 2018  

 

ęTo bring the Life, Love and Teachings of Jesus 

Christ to todayės worldĚ 

 

Hello Christus Victor Family and Friends. 
 
Well, it is official.  I am going to Ethiopia!  Ever since I went to Turkey and Greece, I have developed a bucket list of places I want to travel, 
not just as a tourist, but learning about ministry and doing mission work along the way.  Africa is on that list.  I know it is a big continent, but I 
wasnôt sure exactly where I might go.  However, I found the perfect avenue for hitting this spot on my listé. Acts of Wisdom.   
Acts of wisdom is a non-profit organization founded by Brad Otto, a friend and colleague.  Acts of Wisdom addresses issues related to educa-
tion in rural areas of Ethiopia.  I get to be a part of this ministry.  Below is a quick summery from our trip information to let you know what we 
will be doing:   
 
Our Work: 
We will be gathering and delivering school books to children out in the rural areas of Ethiopia., particularly in the region of Gondar in the  
village of Robit. These school books are a vital part of childrenôs education. Many 
donôt have any access to school books, and some have one school book per every 7 students. Acts of Wisdom 
hopes to change that. Part of our time is, also, about planning and planting new seeds for future opportunities with the schools of rural Ethiopia. 
There will be times where we are listening to the needs of the schools, and of the people, which is a big part of missions. This helps us to under-
stand how we can best help instead of assumptions being made.  
 
Of course, there will be some time set aside to do some sightseeing?  ñAll work and no playò, as the saying goes.  We will visit castles,  
mountains and other highlights of the country.  But what I am most excited about is the chance to celebrate Timket in Gondar.  Below is a dis-
cerption of this festival: http://www.selamtamagazine.com/stories/celebrating-timket : 
 
Timket traces its roots back to biblical times. In the early days of Judaism, a sacred box overlaid with gold was kept in the most holy place in 
the Jewish temple. Known as the Ark of the Covenant, it represented the coming Messiah. Fast forward to the first millennium, when Jesus 
of Nazareth was hailed by many as that long-awaited Messiah. His earthly ministry was marked by baptism in the Jordan River. Ever since, 
Ethiopian Orthodox churches have treasured and closely guarded their own model of the Ark of the Covenant, called a tabot. The tabot 
only leaves the church during Timket, when itôs carried with great pomp to a nearby pool or river and immersed, along with many of the 
Christian faithful, in commemoration of Jesusô baptism. 
 
The article goes on to say that Gondar is the best place in Ethiopia to celebrate, and I get to be there!!!!!! 
 
The trip costs $3500, and I will use my yearly continuing ed budget to help cover the cost of this trip.  Like the trip to Turkey and Greece, I 
know that this will be an experience that will deepen my understanding of our loving God who is, also, the God of people in Ethiopia.  I am so 
excited to learn from the people and the culture in Ethiopia.  I know some of you think I am crazy.  There is a list of things that could go wrong.  
But God calls us to go to all the world, and this is just another step I need to take to follow that command.  I canôt wait!  And I canôt wait to get 
back and share my experience with all of you.  You can be a part of this adventureéé 
 
There will be a small suitcase in the Narthex for the next few weeks.  You are encouraged to pick up some pens and put them in this suite case.  
These will be taken to give to the children.  I will also collect cash to take with us to purchase school books.  Brad tells me, that in some cases, 
there is only one text book for every 7 children.  Wonôt it be great to help lessen that challenge!  We will have to take cash as credit cards and 
gift cards canôt be used in the places we will be working.  Around the middle of December, I will let Brad know what we collected, and he will 
order the books to be ready for us to pick up as soon as we arrive in the country.  I will most certainly send pictures back and Brad will plan to 
come to Christus Victor and share all that we did.  I will help!   
I am so very grateful for this congregation and your support as I take trips like this.  Yes, it is work related, but it also is life changing and  
ministry building!  If you want to contribute to the cost of the trip, put your contribution in an envelope with Acts of Wisdom Trip on the envel-
op and put it in the offering.  This money will go directly to finishing the payment of this adventure. 
 
I pray that you have a blessed Advent season, and that during this season, you find ways that you can experience the needs of people you do not 
know.  Talk to someone you know is struggling and see how you, and our church can help in their struggle.  Letôs take this adventure of discov-
ery, learning about how God is at work in the world! 
 
God bless you all, 
Pastor Tammy 

http://www.selamtamagazine.com/stories/celebrating-timket
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 THE MUSIC MINISTRY 

Here is my article for the Voice: 
  
It is December which means we are in the season of Advent.  All the paraments are blue on the altar and 
we have the Advent candles marking the weeks until Christmas.  We will sing Advent carols and listen to 
the readings of Christ coming as a child to Mary and Joseph.  This also means that we will be singing the 
liturgy that we have been practicing for the past few weeks.  I have heard some positive feedback about 
how we are going over the liturgy, before church, to get everyone used to it.  It will be another liturgy 
that we can add to our repertoire. 
  
With Advent also brings Wednesday night soup suppers which starts on November 28th at 6:00PM.  We 
are going to try to have the service in the Family Life Center so that we can have discussions during the 
service about the readings we will be hearing.  We will also be leading Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 
PM which is one of my favorites.  We will have a number of different people leading the service over the 
four weeks.  I am looking forward to all of the different soups, breads, and desserts everyone will be 
bringing. 
  
We will have Christmas Eve service at 7:00 PM on December 24th.  Readings and Carols will be at the 
Sunday 10:30 service on December 30th.  I hope you enjoy your family time and will have them come to 
church with you this holiday season.  
  
Laurie Stockstill has done a lot for the altar guild, but she is stepping down to spend more time with her 
family.  If anyone would like to take on this job, please let me know. 
  
If you want to be a worship assistant (assisting minister, acolyte, usher, lector, and altar guild), please see 
me and we can get you signed up.  We will have training for those positions.  Please do not hesitate to 
volunteer. 
  
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Stacey Keener, Worship Committee Chairperson 
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Jesus is Better than Santa! 

 
Santa lives at the North Pole. 
Jesus is everywhere! 
 
Santa rides in a sleigh 
Jesus rides on the wind and walks on the water. 
 
Santa comes but once a year 
Jesus is an ever-present help! 
 
Santa fills your stockings with goodies 
Jesus supplies all your needs. 
 
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited 
Jesus stands at  your door and knocks....and then 
enters your heart! 
 
You have to stand in line to see Santa 
Jesus is as close as the mention of His name. 
 
Santa lets you sit on his lap 
Jesus lets you rest in His arms. 
 
Santa doesnôt know your name, all he can say is  
ñHi, little boy or girlò. 
Jesus knew our name before we did.  Not only does He know our name, He knows our address too.  He knows 
our history and future and He even knows how many hairs are on our heads! 
 
Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly. 
Jesus has a heart full of love. 
 
All Santa can offer is Ho! Ho! Ho! 
Jesus offers health, help and hope! 
 
Santa says ñYou better not cryò 
Jesus says ñCast all your cares on me for I care  
For youò! 
 
Santaôs little helpers make toys 
Jesus makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and builds mansions! 
 
Santa may make you chuckle but 
Jesus gives you joy that is your strength. 
 
While Santa puts gifts under your tree 
Jesus became our gift and died on the tree! 
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Mrs. Natalie was born and raised in Nordheim, Texas but has resided in the Clear Lake area 
for over forty years.   Natalie and her husband have two daughters and two granddaughters.  In her 
spare time Ms. Natalie loves to bowl, play tennis, and run marathons.  She has worked in childcare 
for over thirty years.   Even though she has so much experience, Mrs. Natalie says she learns some-
thing new from the children all the time.   She is very passionate about meeting each childôs individ-
ual, educational, social and emotional needs.  Mrs.  Natalie has been a part of our CVCS family for 
over 14 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Latoya was born and raised in Alvin Texas.  Ms. Latoya is a mom of three beautiful 

daughters.  In her spare time, she loves to relax and read.  She has worked in early childhood for over 
12 years.   Her favorite part of her job is engaging with the children by singing, dancing, playing 
games and just being creative.  She also loves our family atmosphere here at CVCS.  Ms. Latoya has 
been a part of our CVCS family for ten years.   

 

 
� �́7�K�H���E�H�V�W���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���W�K�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���V�H�H�Q���R�U���H�Y�H�Q���W�R�X�F�K�H�G����
�7�K�H�\���P�X�V�W���E�H���I�H�O�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���µ 
 
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������+�H�O�H�Q���.�H�O�O�H�U 
 

�7�H�E�H�U�W�K�D���+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U 


